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xperts say method
Wi )llILI reduce cost of
education, address
shortage of teachers
in schools and
improve results

By PETER NGARE

J* enya is trying to catch up with

other countried in the use of dig-

E 1“ ital technology: to Boost learn-
. ing.

In .h \(_I ped countries, digital techmol-
ogy has been integrated. into education
systems and has becomt a key teaching
tool in schools.

The method, otherwise known as e-
learning, involves the use of internet
techinology to promote efficiency in deliv-
ery of carrienlum content and improving

student performance.

Itis nll about the canvergence of inter-
niet and learning

Last week, representatives from Africa
and development partners caﬂpegalt:d
in Nairobi to review progress in imple-
mentation of e-learning programme in
inus countries and debate challenges

w the scheme:

During the second Africa e-learning
Conference that attracted 1402 partict-
pants from 88 countries, it emerged that
electronie learning was expensive and a
complex undertnking for Africa but it was
inevitable.

The method will mark a radical shift
from the traditional teacher-driven
learning
nyn has taken baby steps towards
the integration of digital technology in
learning.

Pilot project

Uinder the New Partnership for Africa’s
Development (Nepad) initiative, Kenya
lannched a pilot project in six schools
where students use computers for learn-
mg.

I'he project was started at Isiolo Girls
Secondary and was replicated in Wajir
Girls, Menengai Mixed, Maranda Boys,
Misibi Girls and Chayakali Boys secongd-
schonls.
legates al the Nairobi conference,
who included education ministers,
agreed that if fully ntilised, technology
can reduce the cost of education and
hoost efficiency.

According to Education minister
George Saitoti, ashift from the traditional
teaching method to e-learning would ad-
dress the problem of access to education.

Currently, the transition rate from pri-
mary to secondary stands at 60 per cent
while at the university, just about 30 per
cent of those whao qu'\llfy for admission
seenre in the country.

The minister also appreciates that even
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Free P :
chﬂflrerx‘]m:r? still lacked out of school.
This, according to Prof Saitoti, be at-
tributed to the conventional mumds ‘of
teaching and learning, Y
‘African countries need rasaurqes to
expand institutions and provide staff and
instructional materials such as ﬁaﬁﬁonks y
in order increase aceess to-education. -
Most delegates at the e-learning confer=

ence talked of the digital technology as the

cheaper ahd ‘appropriate alternitive. '
According to Ghangian deputy Educa-

tion minister Kwame Amporfo Twamast,

the place and pace pf e-learningis notrig-

idly defined, thas all

are out of school  learn wh

gagein otler activities, '

not restrictive to.age as is the case with:
formal schooling.
The computer learning is a.]suvmweﬁ as

being relatively cheap and costeffective'!
especially-in terms of manpower as one ~ books”

teacher can reach many learnets through

- internet, vjd#u unfan.ncmg n.p‘ interac,

tive white’ technologi
Ms Anju Singhé of . Sma:t ‘l‘eeﬂmotmms

cited a project: dimplemented in South Af-

rica as'a clear pointer to the advantages,
eleattiing.

“E-edrning involves npphmtmn of dif-
ferent teclinologies‘such: as  interactive

Majority of Kenyan
teachers are computer
illiterate and cannot
effectively implement
digital learning

“only one math:
| Soméof
5 dxsnussmnbetweeﬁ teachers a.ndsmdems -lose their jobs
. who are far fi

owing students who .

Thé experts: also praise the met'hﬂd 'ns :

“virtual library with over 15:million text- "=

Jctent is: mtem-;ting and engamng. said

it

leadw loss ofans
But experts clarified h@:h
still be relevant eapema]l‘irihmﬁ\theimu‘cs
and fhe other science subjects,
7, MOSL Kemnmhm}shaveno

video conferemcing, virtual 1
lasstpoms:  others: For example md&‘fr Jnd
in South Africa we have a project where' {acsonina
 schools that are 15 kilometres apart have * computeriab,
e said. re is fear that
these technologies will involve: & téachers ma

each other. b7 llearnln i
Such tel es also ensire provision ph‘;g; FILE '&'
of quality education.
Ms Singh says the techuulngy would
address shortage of teachers espemal!y 31¢ L

* mathematics and sciefices.
Parents 'Will

spared
“buying textbooks because most of the
~would be available on the internet.

!laplaee textbooks

developed to replacc textbooks.
“We are developing software to digitise
textbooks. Students will have actess to a 1 for. enhﬂ:\cement of |

%dﬁéa!ﬁ’enhl institu-|
o

The quality 'of education, say-the ex- |
perts, would alsa be enhanced under e,
learning because the method will fotus
an creativity and innovation compared to
the current one that revolves around per-
formance in gxaminations. i

“ICT is a tool to explore new ideas and
promote continuous learning, Ttie con-

an
Bm t.hen. are major r:ha]leng&s
e Gavemm a}.rea.dy
the Edi

. economy.

However

o firn pohcm and strategies in



