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News Release
Wednesday, 2 May 2007
eLearning Africa 2007 Draws Overwhelming Canadian Participation

Ottawa/Fredericton - Canadian participation in the second annual eLearning Africa (eLA)
conference is showing a dramatic increase as an unprecedented number of Canadian delegates
prepare to head to Nairobi, Kenya for eLA 2007 in late May.

As Lucien Bradet, president of the Canadian Council on Africa and organizers of the Canadian
contingent to eLA, noted “we are very pleased that the Canadian International Development
Agency (CIDA) recently approved a substantial contribution to CC Africa to support this
important upcoming event.

The CIDA contribution of $163,773 CDN will provide funding for bursaries, travel and lodgings,
enabling up to as many as 75 African partners and delegates to attend the conference who
otherwise would not be able to do so. Additionally, the International Development Research
Centre (IDRC) in Ottawa has plans to send as many as 15 of its field staff and partners
involved in information and telecommunications for development projects in Africa.”

"We very much appreciate the strong commitment of CIDA and our other Canadian partners.
It is one of our main concerns to support African professionals within this sector who are
working at grassroot level and whose work makes a difference to their communities. Enabling
them to take part in the eLearning Africa conference will greatly benefit them in their work.
The CIDA donation helps us to support this process", comments Rebecca Stromeyer,
managing director of ICWE, who organises the conference in cooperation with Hoffmann &
Reif,

elLearning Africa 2007 will see twenty Canadian speakers, including two keynotes, speak on a
wide range of topics related to ICT and education issues in Africa. In addition, Canadians will
facilitate workshops, host demonstrations and participate in various panel discussions over the
three-day event.

Seven Canadian organizations will also be exhibiting at eLearning Africa. Toon Boom, the
Consortium for International Development in Education, LearnNB, Anyway Solutions and TTG
Systems will have booths at the Canadian Pavilion. Representatives from an additional ten
companies, as well as Montreal International, will be attending eLearning Africa and
representing their organizations’ products and services within the booths at the Canadian
stand. Additionally, SMART Technologies Inc. of Calgary and the Canadian-based
Commonwealth of Learning will be exhibiting and participating in the event.
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Bradet concluded “this type of collaboration and the positive contribution of CIDA to this year’s
event is really what we are all about. It engages both our Canadian membership and
international networks, tapping into existing African trade relations and drawing upon the
organizational capacity of the Council and staff. On a fundamental level, it speaks to Canada’s
ongoing commitment to Africa and, for us, explicitly introduces elLearning as an important and
growing element in Canada’s African trade portfolio.”

The first eLearning Africa conference, held in 2006 in Addis Abba, realized more than 800
participants and immediately established itself as a landmark for capacity building, networking
and collaboration for Africa. To date, registration for this year’s event is almost four times
higher than it was for last year’s conference, making it the most relevant and most
comprehensive international Pan-African capacity-building event for all stakeholders engaged
in ICT-enhanced education and training. eLearning Africa offers a unique opportunity for
participants and attendees from every continent to gain invaluable insights into the latest
activities and achievements from the evolving ICT world.

eLearning Africa 2007 will take place in Nairobi from May 28-30.

More information about the event can be found at http://www.elearning-africa.com.

Notes for editors

The Canadian Council on Africa (CCAfrica) is a member-driven, non-profit organization serving
private and public sector organizations with business interests in Africa. CCAfrica is dedicated to
promoting trade and investment between the Canadian and African business communities, with a
focus on capacity building.

Website: www.ccafrica.ca

For more information: Ms. Mary Ogilvie,
Atlantic Vice-President,
Canadian Council On Africa
Telephone: (506) 459.7698
Email: Mary.Ogilvie@ccafrica.ca

eLA - eLearning Africa, 2nd International Conference on ICT for Development, Education and
Training, May 28 - 30, 2007
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Venue: Safari Park Hotel, Nairobi, Kenya

Organisers: ICWE GmbH, www.icwe.net, Hoffmann & Reif www.hoffmann-reif.com
Contact: ICWE GmbH, info@elearning-africa.com,
Tel.: +49-30-327 6140

www.elLearning-africa.com

The Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) is Canada’s lead agency for development
assistance. It has a mandate to support sustainable development in developing countries in order to
reduce poverty and to contribute to a more secure, equitable, and prosperous world.

http://Iwww.acdi-cida.gc.ca

Media Relations Office

Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA)
200 Promenade du Portage

Gatineau, Quebec K1A 0G4

Telephone: (819) 953-6534

E-mail: info@acdi-cida.gc.ca

For information on this news release, contact:

Elaine McManus

Writer & Editor

Clarity Communications
Halifax NS, Rothesay NB
Phone: 506-847-1350

Elaine.claritycommunications@gmail.com
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